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Fr. Gregory Boyle, who works with troubled youth in Los 

Angeles, tells the story of a ten-year-old coming into his office in order 
to show him his report card. This boy was so excited to show it to 
him. Retelling the situation in his book Tattoos on the Heart, Fr. Boyle 
writes, “I glance across the piece of paper in front of me and locate the 
subjects. F, F, F, F, F, F. All Fs…I think, why’s he so excited to show me this 
thing? I am frantically perusing every inch of this report card to find 
something, anything, for which to praise him. I find it. Absences: 0” (49) 

 
In our Psalm today, we sang, “here I am, Lord, I come to do your 

will.” Admittedly, the will of God is very difficult to figure out. Who of 
us would say we know fully the mind of God or know exactly the 
positions God would take in our world today? Even among committed 
Christians, we have very different views (including conflicting views) on 
what we believe God’s will to be. Reflecting on the psalm, however, 
perhaps the most important part about the will of God is the first part, 
that like the 10-year-old child, we start by simply showing up: here I 
am, Lord. 

 
As Christians, showing up is more actually important than getting 

good grades. A great example of this is the man we honor as a country 
on Monday: Martin Luther King. Like the 10-year-old student, Dr. King 
was more concerned with showing up for the Lord than about getting 
good grades from his contemporaries. In fact, most of them considered 



him a failure and, even today, his message of racial equality continues to 
be met with so much resistance and little action.  

 
Jesus himself had a very similar experience. He most certainly 

showed up for God, His Father, and preached about truth, freedom, 
peace, justice, and love. Nevertheless, his contemporaries put him to 
death as a failure. Even though Christianity has been successful in terms 
of numbers and influence throughout history, if we are honest, the 
message of Jesus is still largely a failure, even within the Church. One 
example from Dr. King himself is that 11am Sunday mornings (Church 
day) are the most segregated hours of the week. 

 
For those of us who are not as prophetic as Dr. King or Jesus, 

what does showing up for the Lord mean for us today? Showing up for 
the Lord means approaching each and every day with an open mind and 
heart. It means not holding onto our agendas so tightly that we forget 
that there is always more for us to learn. It means not coasting through 
life, relying on pre-made answers from the past and imposing them on 
the present. It means not letting others discourage us from living our 
vocations from God to the fullest. It means believing that God has a 
new lesson for us each and every day that we don’t want to miss. Here 
I am, Lord. 
 

The primary sign that we are in fact doing God’s will is not whether we 
pass or fail, but that we show up. Do I show up each and every day in life 
ready to learn something new? Am I OK with failures, so long as I know 
I was present to the Lord? As we continue with this mass, let us pray 
for the willingness to approach each day with an open mind and heart. 
At the end of our lives, may our final report card, no matter the letter 
grades, say somewhere on there, ‘Absences: 0.’ 


